
 

 

Sermon preached at St Thomas’ on 26th July 2020.     by Andrew Tuck.      7th Sunday after Trinity 2020 
 
 
One of the meals my mother often produced in summer for lunch or supper was ham salad. And of course, if you're like me when 
you have   ham or sausages you have to have some mustard on the side of your plate. The trouble was as a child I always took 
too much    - I tended to be a bit greedy and I have to admit I still a bit that way inclined.  And so still today after a ham or 
sausages (with mustard of course) I can still hear my mother saying, “Andrew you've done it again “Look at all that mustard 
you’ve left on the side of your plate that's how Mr Coleman made his fortune.”   Sadly, Mr Colemans mustard works in Carrow Rd 
Norwich closed down in May this year after 160 years of production.   
 
As I was thinking about the first parable in today’s gospel reading, I couldn’t help remembering all those ham salads.   Just as a 
simple everyday thing like leaving mustard on my plate reminds me of my tendency to be a bit greedy.   
Like me and my mustard, parables are simple easily understood short stories about ordinary things and people which Jesus told 
to help his listeners think about something important.    The point is though, Jesus is telling us something really really important, 
he is telling us about the nature of God and what his kingdom is like.  And what could be more important than that. 
 
In today’s gospel from St Matthew Jesus tells not just one parable but five.   Jesus taught in parables. The stories were 
sometimes very short which people could remember and ponder over, sometimes for days, weeks, even a lifetime and here we 
are at St Thomas’s more than 2000 years latter doing our best to make sense of them, learn from them and even more important 
respond to them. 
 
Today’s are very short, sometimes they are much longer, some stories are very well known like the Good Samaritan, some 
challenge us like the Prodigal Son and his elder jealous brother some disturb us like the story of the Labourers in the Vineyard. 
or the Unjust Steward 
 
 Isn’t it extraordinary that Jesus in talking about the nature of God and his Kingdom should use as his illustrations such everyday 
example as seeds loaves a pearl a treasure seeker and fish? In talking about God and the nature of his kingdom why didn’t 
Jesus use the same language that we use about kings and kinship. – might, majesty dominion power, authority, empire, triumph?  
I think it’s a good question.  
 
 After all kings and emperors develop great armies  and erect great monuments like the pyramids they build palaces they erect 
triumphant arches  they show off their power and authority by displaying it even if you’re not an emperor but act like one you 
might consider building a tower and naming it after yourself or control politicians and elections through your media empire.    
 
Instead Jesus talked about ordinary things - yeast and tiny seeds.  Yeast which silently and slowly and invisibly changes a lump 
of stodgy dough into wonderful live giving bread.   Jesus is telling is that this is how we can experience and see his authority and 
power working. That is how God’s kingdom works.  
 
Often silently slowly even invisibly in unexpected and yet very ordinary ways.  The generous act of kindness the words of 
forgiveness those who work for peace and justice the person standing who stands up for the oppressed and the neglected.  And 
what is amazing is that these tiny often insignificant events can grow and multiply and change not only individuals but whole 
communities. If ever there was an example of something tiny invisible thing affecting every single person in the world. then it’s 
the Corvid 19 virus.  The virus has challenged us in so many ways it’s been a sort of negative and yet a positive agent of change, 
leaven in the world.   So, if a tiny virus can change the world how much more can ordinary often unseen and hidden acts faith 
hope and love grow into something really significant and life changing.  That is how God’s kingdom works. 
 
If you want to know what Jesus had to say about the characteristics of those who acknowledge God’s kingship then check out 
The Beatitudes St Matthew Chapter 5. v 1-12 
 
One theologian Joy Moore has put it like this “God’s kingdom which is invincible is found in the invisible.   
 
That then is a vital role for the Church, to be an agent of change like the yeast silently, quietly, often invisibly being the leaven in 
the lump.  Being an agent of God’s Kingdom. 
 
Today we have the supreme example of something invincible and invisible which has changed and will continue to change each 
and every person on the planet every government every city town village institution every hospital school l university and church.   
That’s how the invisible can work in a destructive and negative way - If Corvid 19 can change the world then how much more 
are, we who acknowledge God’s kingship called to be agents of change? 
 
The second and third parables about the treasure in the field and the pearl of great price  tell us that this treasure this precious 
pearl is the secret of life and therefore nothing is more important  both the treasure seeker and the merchant went and sold all 
that they had in order to buy the treasure.  Now that doesn’t mean that for most of us, we should sell all our possessions, but it 
does mean that if we value this treasure if we want to honour the King and live as citizens of his kingdom then we too are 
challenged to get our priorities right. nothing in more important in our lives than discovering sharing and living the good news of 
the Kingdom   
 
The 5th Parable about the good and the bad fish is about God’s judgement and that is not just about judgement after death but 
here and now.  Judgement is also part of God’s kingship   So many of the challenges facing us we have either inherited from our 
forebearers of brought on about ourselves.  Our damage to the environment and the climate our exploitation of the poor - some 
of these issues are coming back snapping at our heels like slavery, racism and sexism.   This too is a sign of God’s judgement 
and we should thank God that we have the opportunity to face up to some of these dark stains both those from the past and 
those still with us.  



 

 

 
Let me end on a good note about Farnham.  Elphick’s has reopened -wonderful. The thing I find difficult about Elphick’s is that 
Toplady the hymn writer of my unfavourite hymn was born there.  One  verses from the hymn Rock of Ages  reads “Hide me oh 
my Saviour hide till the storm of life is past “ How can we be agents of change tiny seeds, yeast which leavens the whole loaf,  
agents called to further God’s kingdom if we hide from the storms of life?. How can we pray. “Your kingdom come on earth” if we 
hide. 
 
The disciples having heard the teaching of Jesus and the parables were asked   *Do you understand all this?” They replied 
“Yes”.  I confess to feeling suspicious. I have learned the hard way that understanding often emerges over time and in new ways.  
It makes me realize that more often than not my first level of understanding has been very often short sighted.   Time and time 
again I too have to ask myself “Do you understand all this?   I believe it’s a question we need to keep asking ourselves. 
 
 


